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JEFFERSON CITY TENNESSETE

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2026 10:45am

Centering Words
Come with open minds, open hearts, open arms;
that we all might find that for which we have come,
and that, as well, we all might be surprised!**

Welcome/Opportunities for Service/Invocation Major Treadway

Prelude Ode to Joy arr. Faber
Caroline Simpson

Call to Worship Nenette Measels

We worship the God who inhabits our world
and dwells in our lives.

We need not look up to find God.

We need only look around:
within ourselves, beyond ourselves,
into the eyes of another.

We need not listen for distant thunder to find God,
we need only listen to the music of life.
the word of children,
the questions of the curious,
the rhythm of a heartbeat.

We worship the God who inhabits our world
and who indwells our lives.**

Let us worship the Lord together.


https://onrealm.org/fbcjeff/give/now

* Hymn of Proclamation 436
Seek Ye First LAFERTY

(Children, meet your leader at the front of the sanctuary for Bible Study.)

Scripture Reading Psalm 119:129-136, 144 Karen Treadway

Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.
The unfolding of your words gives light;
it imparts understanding to the simple.
With open mouth | pant,
because | long for your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as is your custom toward those who love your name.
Keep my steps steady according to your promise,
and never let iniquity have dominion over me.
Redeem me from human oppression,
that | may keep your precepts.
Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears
because your law is not kept.
Your decrees are righteous forever;
give me understanding that | may live.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Hymn of Identity 262
I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord ST. THOMAS

Prayer of Yearning Major Treadway

God of mystery and majesty,
We want to understand your ways,
but we seldom can.
Help us accept the unfathomable truth of Your love.
Help us embrace the mystery of Your wisdom.
Grant us patience when Your promises seem delayed,
and grant us perseverance when we are tempted
to turn away in despair.
Most of all, reveal Your love to us,
that we may truly trust this truth—
that nothing can separate us from Your love,
Your mercy, and Your grace.
In hope and faith, we pray. Amen.***

Prayer Response 395

Open My Eyes, That | May See SCOTT
Offertory Prayer Jean Love
Offertory

Simple Gifts arr. Berry



*Response of Praise (707 tune) OLD HUNDRETH/Luti

Praise God whose story on the page
remains the same from age to age;
praise God whose story in the world

is waiting still to be unfurled.**** Amen

Scripture Reading Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Clark Measels

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the king-
dom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Musical Offering Indescribable arr. Fettke
Women’s Ensemble

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea
creation's revealing Your majesty.
From the colors of Fall to the fragrance of Spring,
every creature unique in the song that it sings.
All exclaiming:

Indescribable! Uncontainable!

You placed the stars in the sky,

and You know them by name;
You are amazing, God!

All powerful! Untamable!
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
as we humbly proclaim:
You are amazing, God!



Sermon

Time of

Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go;
or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow?
Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light,
yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night?

None can fathom:

Indescribable! Uncontainable!
You placed the stars in the sky
and You know them by name;
You are amazing, God!
Incomparable! Unchangeable!
You see the depths of my heart
and You love me the same.
You are amazing, You are amazing,
You are amazing.

Indescribable! Uncontainable!
You placed the stars in the sky,
and You know them by name;
You are amazing, God!

All powerful! Untamable!
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
as we humbly proclaim:

You are amazing, God! So amazing!

Indescribable! Uncontainable!

You placed the stars in the sky,

and You know them by name;
You are amazing, God! So amazing!

All powerful! Untamable!
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
as we humbly proclaim:
You are amazing, God!
Incomparable! Unchangeable!
You see the depths of my heart
and You love me the same.
You are amazing, God!

You are amazing, You are amazing,
You are amazing, God!
Amazing God!

The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like . . .

Reflection and Response

Seed, Scattered and Sown

*Hymn of Departing 514
Christians, Let Us Go and Serve Him

*Benediction

Major Treadway

Feiten

HOLY MANNA

Major Treadway

*Please rise by standing or lifting your heart.



The Coming Week at FBC
Sunday, July 26
5:00pm Youth Gathering/Room 214

Monday, July 27
7:30pm Upper Room Ladies Bible Study/Zoom

Tuesday, July 28
1:00pm Staff Meeting/Church Office

Wednesday, July 29

4:00pm Wednesday’s Neighbors/Parlor

6:00pm Common Prayer and Bible Study/Music Suite
6:45pm Ensemble Rehearsal/Music Suite

Thursday, July 30
8:30am Men’s Breakfast/Bojangles

Friday, July 31 - Church Office Closed

Readings for Today: Readings for Next Sunday:
Genesis 29:15-28 Genesis 32: 22-31
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Romans 8:26-39 Romans 9: 1-5
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Matthew 14:13-21
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Welcome to First Baptist Church!

Our membership is open to all persons regardless of race,
social status, gender, and sexual identity and affirms our
motto, “Breaking down barriers to proclaim
the love of Christ.”

CHURCH STAFF

Angie France, Organist

Cyndi Harrell, Ministry Assistant

Dr. Chad Hartsock, Minister for Students

Rev. Nenette Measels, Minister of Music and Worship
Cameron Rowlett, Video Editor

Melanie Simpson, Pianist

Karen Treadway, Administrative Coordinator

Dr. Major Treadway, Senior Pastor

Deacons & Minister of the Week: July 26 - August 1
Cary Bible/Peggy Dalton/Chad Hartsock

CONTACT US

1610 Russell Avenue, Jefferson City, TN 37760
Phone: (865)-475-3826 | Website: www.fbcjeff.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:30pm, Closed on Friday

Secure online giving:
https.//www.fbcjeff.org/give

Wi-Fi: FBCJC-Guest/Password:Welcome2026

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube!

We are glad that you are here!

If you’re a guest today and would like to let us know, please scan the QR
code with your smartphone camera to access our online response card.
You can also scan the code to submit a prayer request or let us know
that you are interested in membership at First Baptist. Response cards
and offering envelopes are also available in the pew racks and can be
placed in the offering plate or offering boxes.
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