
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.” 
So with many other exhortations he proclaimed the good news 
to the people.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Finding Joy Major Treadway

Time of Reflection and Response The First Noel Arr. Forrest 

*Hymn of Calling and Departing 80 (verse 3 only)
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love BAUGH 

*Benediction Major Treadway
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The Coming Week at FBC

Sunday, December 15 
5:00pm Youth Gathering/214

Monday, December 16 
6:00pm Cub Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Boy Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
8:00pm Upper Room Ladies Bible Study/Zoom 

Tuesday, December 17 
10:00am Tuesday’s Neighbors/Parlor 
1:00pm Staff Meeting/Office

Wednesday, December 18 
9:30am Community Bible Study/301 
6:00pm Christmas Hymn Sing/Music Ste.
6:45pm Worship Ensemble Rehearsal/Music Ste. 

Thursday December 19 

8:30am Men’s Breakfast/Bojangles 

Friday, December 20—Church Office Closed 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
Our membership is open to all persons regardless of race, 
social status, gender, and sexual identity and affirms our

motto, “Breaking down barriers to proclaim 
the love of Christ.” 

CHURCH STAFF 

Angie France, Organist
Cyndi Harrell, Ministry Assistant 
Dr. Chad Hartsock, Minister for Students
Steven Lloyd, Custodian 
Rev. Nenette Measels, Minister of Music and Worship
Cameron Rowlett, Video Editor 
Melanie Simpson, Pianist
Karen Treadway, Interim Administrative Coordinator
Dr. Major Treadway, Senior Pastor

Deacons & Minister of the Week: 
Leon Shoemaker/Jim Wilson/Chad Hartsock

CONTACT US 

1610 Russell Avenue, Jefferson City, TN 37760 
Phone: (865)-475-3826 | Website: www.fbcjeff.org 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:30pm, Closed on Friday

Secure online giving: 
https://www.fbcjeff.org/give 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube!

We are glad that you are here!

If you’re a guest today and would like to let us know, please scan the QR 
code with your smartphone camera to access our online response card. 

You can also scan the code to submit a prayer request or let us know 
that you are interested in membership at First Baptist. Response cards 
and offering envelopes are also available in the pew racks and can be 

placed in the offering plate or offering boxes.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
Third Sunday in Advent-JOY 

December 15, 2024  10:45am 

Welcome/Opportunities for Service/Invocation 
 Chad Hartsock 

Prelude  Gigue on in Dulci Jubilo                  arr. Perks 

Advent Wreath Lighting  Chad Hartsock and People 

Advent is a time of wonder— 
the wonder of the holy one of God. 
On the third Sunday of Advent 
We light this candle for joy and we wonder, 

 “How can we rejoice when 
 the powerful remain seated on their thrones, 
 the lowly have not been lifted up, 
 the hungry are empty, 
 and the rich are filled with good things?”  

We light this candle for joy and we wonder, 
    “Christ is our joy!” 
We light this candle for joy 

 and we await the coming 
 of the holy one of God 
 whose reign shall never end.** 

Lighting the Candle of JOY 
 The Bible Families (Dana, Faye, Cary, Natalie, and Bodhi) 

https://onrealm.org/fbcjeff/give/now


 

“Give thanks to the Lord; 
    call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn of Advent 85 
Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming  PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

Prayer of Confession  Major Treadway and People 
 

God of birth, God of joy, God of life, 
We come to you as a people hungry for good news. 
We have been so dead to miracles 
that we have missed the world’s rebirth.  
We have preoccupied ourselves with pleasures 
And have overlooked the joy you offer us. 
We have been so concerned with making a living 
that we have missed the life you set among us. 
Forgive us, gracious God. 
Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your gift; 
open our lips and hands to share it with all humanity 
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.*** 

              

Prayer Response 81 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (verse 1 only)    PICARDY 
 

Musical Offering 
God, We Await Your Advent Here    Smith, Gillette 

Worship Ensemble 
 

God, we await your advent here: 
When will these desert lands rejoice? 

When will new blossoms bright appear 
And all earth praise You with one voice? 

 

We live in deserts we have made; 
Gifts of Your love we pass right by. 

We seek possessions, more each day, 
And then in thirst for joy, we cry. 

 

God, we prepare for Jesus’ birth— 
Searching for gifts from store to store! 

 

Yet when you sent your Christ to earth, 
You gave us joy worth so much more. 

 

When in the love of Christ we grow, 
Streams in this desert shall abound. 

Then by your Spirit we will know: 
        True wealth in Jesus Christ is found.*** 

 

Offertory Prayer                                                           Bill Ellis 
 

Offertory         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     arr. Lau 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving        Doxology     Luti/OLD 100TH 
 

 Praise Love who watches through the night, 
 Announcing hope at dawn’s first light, 
 Who gives instead of mourning tears 
 The joy of all our longing years. Amen.****  
           

Scripture Reading     Luke 3:7-18      Barbara Shoemaker 
 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to  
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the 
crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply 
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount pre-
scribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or false  
accusation and be satisfied with your wages.” As the 
people were filled with expectation and all were  
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
strap of his sandals.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn 82 (verse 3 only)                                                       IL EST NE 
 

 (Children meet your leader at the front of the sanctuary for Bible Study) 
 

Missions Spotlight                                        Jim Wilson 
 

Musical Offering 
How Great Our Joy! from Love Is Born                       Larson                                   
         Narrators: Thomas Bass, Cyndi Harrell, 
                        Clark Measels; Worship Ensemble 
 

Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the newborn King! 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

How Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

There shall be born, so he did say, 
in Bethlehem a Child today. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
 

There shall the Child lie in a stall, 
this Child who shall redeem us all. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

*Hymn of Advent 94 
Tell Out, My Soul                                                              WOODLANDS 
 

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 12:2-6    Leon Shoemaker 
 

Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and will not be afraid, 
for the Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

And you will say on that day: 
      
 



 

“Give thanks to the Lord; 
    call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn of Advent 85 
Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming  PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

Prayer of Confession  Major Treadway and People 
 

God of birth, God of joy, God of life, 
We come to you as a people hungry for good news. 
We have been so dead to miracles 
that we have missed the world’s rebirth.  
We have preoccupied ourselves with pleasures 
And have overlooked the joy you offer us. 
We have been so concerned with making a living 
that we have missed the life you set among us. 
Forgive us, gracious God. 
Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your gift; 
open our lips and hands to share it with all humanity 
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.*** 

              

Prayer Response 81 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (verse 1 only)    PICARDY 
 

Musical Offering 
God, We Await Your Advent Here    Smith, Gillette 

Worship Ensemble 
 

God, we await your advent here: 
When will these desert lands rejoice? 

When will new blossoms bright appear 
And all earth praise You with one voice? 

 

We live in deserts we have made; 
Gifts of Your love we pass right by. 

We seek possessions, more each day, 
And then in thirst for joy, we cry. 

 

God, we prepare for Jesus’ birth— 
Searching for gifts from store to store! 

 

Yet when you sent your Christ to earth, 
You gave us joy worth so much more. 

 

When in the love of Christ we grow, 
Streams in this desert shall abound. 

Then by your Spirit we will know: 
        True wealth in Jesus Christ is found.*** 

 

Offertory Prayer                                                           Bill Ellis 
 

Offertory         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     arr. Lau 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving        Doxology     Luti/OLD 100TH 
 

 Praise Love who watches through the night, 
 Announcing hope at dawn’s first light, 
 Who gives instead of mourning tears 
 The joy of all our longing years. Amen.****  
           

Scripture Reading     Luke 3:7-18      Barbara Shoemaker 
 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to  
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the 
crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply 
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount pre-
scribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or false  
accusation and be satisfied with your wages.” As the 
people were filled with expectation and all were  
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
strap of his sandals.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn 82 (verse 3 only)                                                       IL EST NE 
 

 (Children meet your leader at the front of the sanctuary for Bible Study) 
 

Missions Spotlight                                        Jim Wilson 
 

Musical Offering 
How Great Our Joy! from Love Is Born                       Larson                                   
         Narrators: Thomas Bass, Cyndi Harrell, 
                        Clark Measels; Worship Ensemble 
 

Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the newborn King! 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

How Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

There shall be born, so he did say, 
in Bethlehem a Child today. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
 

There shall the Child lie in a stall, 
this Child who shall redeem us all. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

*Hymn of Advent 94 
Tell Out, My Soul                                                              WOODLANDS 
 

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 12:2-6    Leon Shoemaker 
 

Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and will not be afraid, 
for the Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

And you will say on that day: 
      
 



 

“Give thanks to the Lord; 
    call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn of Advent 85 
Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming  PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

Prayer of Confession  Major Treadway and People 
 

God of birth, God of joy, God of life, 
We come to you as a people hungry for good news. 
We have been so dead to miracles 
that we have missed the world’s rebirth.  
We have preoccupied ourselves with pleasures 
And have overlooked the joy you offer us. 
We have been so concerned with making a living 
that we have missed the life you set among us. 
Forgive us, gracious God. 
Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your gift; 
open our lips and hands to share it with all humanity 
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.*** 

              

Prayer Response 81 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (verse 1 only)    PICARDY 
 

Musical Offering 
God, We Await Your Advent Here    Smith, Gillette 

Worship Ensemble 
 

God, we await your advent here: 
When will these desert lands rejoice? 

When will new blossoms bright appear 
And all earth praise You with one voice? 

 

We live in deserts we have made; 
Gifts of Your love we pass right by. 

We seek possessions, more each day, 
And then in thirst for joy, we cry. 

 

God, we prepare for Jesus’ birth— 
Searching for gifts from store to store! 

 

Yet when you sent your Christ to earth, 
You gave us joy worth so much more. 

 

When in the love of Christ we grow, 
Streams in this desert shall abound. 

Then by your Spirit we will know: 
        True wealth in Jesus Christ is found.*** 

 

Offertory Prayer                                                           Bill Ellis 
 

Offertory         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     arr. Lau 
 

*Response of Thanksgiving        Doxology     Luti/OLD 100TH 
 

 Praise Love who watches through the night, 
 Announcing hope at dawn’s first light, 
 Who gives instead of mourning tears 
 The joy of all our longing years. Amen.****  
           

Scripture Reading     Luke 3:7-18      Barbara Shoemaker 
 

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to  
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the 
crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply 
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He 
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount pre-
scribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or false  
accusation and be satisfied with your wages.” As the 
people were filled with expectation and all were  
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
strap of his sandals.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

*Hymn 82 (verse 3 only)                                                       IL EST NE 
 

 (Children meet your leader at the front of the sanctuary for Bible Study) 
 

Missions Spotlight                                        Jim Wilson 
 

Musical Offering 
How Great Our Joy! from Love Is Born                       Larson                                   
         Narrators: Thomas Bass, Cyndi Harrell, 
                        Clark Measels; Worship Ensemble 
 

Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the newborn King! 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

How Great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

There shall be born, so he did say, 
in Bethlehem a Child today. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
Sing praise to the Lord on high! 

How great is our joy! 
 

There shall the Child lie in a stall, 
this Child who shall redeem us all. 

How great our joy! 
Joy, joy, joy! 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 
 

*Hymn of Advent 94 
Tell Out, My Soul                                                              WOODLANDS 
 

Scripture Reading              Isaiah 12:2-6    Leon Shoemaker 
 

Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and will not be afraid, 
for the Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

And you will say on that day: 
      
 



 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.” 
So with many other exhortations he proclaimed the good news 
to the people. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                              Finding Joy                     Major Treadway  
 

Time of Reflection and Response    The First Noel     Arr. Forrest  
 

*Hymn of Calling and Departing 80 (verse 3 only) 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love                                       BAUGH 
 

*Benediction                               Major Treadway
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                                          The Coming Week at FBC 
 

Sunday, December 15 
5:00pm         Youth Gathering/214 
 

Monday, December 16 
6:00pm Cub Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Boy Scouts/Fellowship Hall 
8:00pm Upper Room Ladies Bible Study/Zoom 
 

Tuesday, December 17 
10:00am Tuesday’s Neighbors/Parlor 
1:00pm Staff Meeting/Office 
                    

Wednesday, December 18 
9:30am Community Bible Study/301    
6:00pm Christmas Hymn Sing/Music Ste. 
6:45pm Worship Ensemble Rehearsal/Music Ste. 
 

Thursday December 19 

8:30am Men’s Breakfast/Bojangles 
 

Friday,  December 20—Church Office Closed 

Welcome to First Baptist Church!  
Our membership is open to all persons regardless of race,  
social status, gender, and sexual identity and affirms our 

motto, “Breaking down barriers to proclaim  
the love of Christ.” 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Angie France, Organist 
Cyndi Harrell, Ministry Assistant 
Dr. Chad Hartsock, Minister for Students 
Steven Lloyd, Custodian 
Rev. Nenette Measels, Minister of Music and Worship 
Cameron Rowlett, Video Editor 
Melanie Simpson, Pianist 
Karen Treadway, Interim Administrative Coordinator 
Dr. Major Treadway, Senior Pastor 
 

Deacons & Minister of the Week: 
Leon Shoemaker/Jim Wilson/Chad Hartsock 

CONTACT US 
 

1610 Russell Avenue, Jefferson City, TN 37760 
Phone: (865)-475-3826 | Website: www.fbcjeff.org 

 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:30pm, Closed on Friday 

 

Secure online giving: 
https://www.fbcjeff.org/give 

 

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube! 

We are glad that you are here! 
 

If you’re a guest today and would like to let us know, please scan the QR 
code with your smartphone camera to access our online response card. 

You can also scan the code to submit a prayer request or let us know 
that you are interested in membership at First Baptist. Response cards 
and offering envelopes are also available in the pew racks and can be 

placed in the offering plate or offering boxes. 
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Welcome/Opportunities for Service/Invocation                                         
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Advent Wreath Lighting                  Chad Hartsock and People 
 

Advent is a time of wonder— 
the wonder of the holy one of God. 
On the third Sunday of Advent 
We light this candle for joy and we wonder, 
    “How can we rejoice when 
    the powerful remain seated on their thrones, 
    the lowly have not been lifted up, 
    the hungry are empty, 
    and the rich are filled with good things?”  
We light this candle for joy and we wonder, 
    “Christ is our joy!” 
We light this candle for joy 
     and we await the coming 
     of the holy one of God 
     whose reign shall never end.** 

 

Lighting the Candle of JOY  
      The Bible Families (Dana, Faye, Cary, Natalie, and Bodhi) 
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Advent is a time of wonder— 
the wonder of the holy one of God.
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We light this candle for joy and we wonder,

“How can we rejoice when 
the powerful remain seated on their thrones, 
the lowly have not been lifted up, 
the hungry are empty,
and the rich are filled with good things?” 

We light this candle for joy and we wonder,
“Christ is our joy!” 
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and we await the coming 
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whose reign shall never end.**
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