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THE
MESSENGER 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 

 9:30am  Sunday Bible Studies  
10:45am   Worship Service 

CONTACT INFO 

(865) 475-3826; (865) 262-9026 (Fax) 
Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30pm 

Find us at www.fbcjeff.org or follow us online on Facebook and YouTube 

 

These overlapping seasons will give opportunity for many gatherings 
with family and friends, special worship services, work parties, themed 
dinners, gift exchanges, and tender memories. Some folks will receive 
more invitations than they can possibly accommodate, some folks will 
long for invitations that may never come. If we’re not careful, the  
expectations of these overlapping seasons can deflate the joy they 
promise. 
 

An antidote to expectations is the spiritual practice of gratitude. 
(Gratitude also happens to be the central theme of one of those  
upcoming holidays.) Gratitude shows up throughout the Bible –  
the people of God giving thanks for good things and hard things  
(I Thessalonians 5:16-18), for one another (I Corinthians 1:4) and for the 
goodness and faithfulness of God (I Chronicles 16:34). 
 

Perhaps, during this holiday season, the holidays being celebrated  
commercially, in Hallmark movies, on ESPN, and the holidays being  
celebrated in this faith community, a good way to begin and end each 
day is with gratitude - giving thanks to God for the joys of the day, for 
the people in our lives, for that which sustains us, for having survived 
something hard, or accomplishing something great, or even just for the 
gift of one more day.  
 

May the practice of gratitude open our eyes to the blessings of God 
around us each day, throughout these seasons, and beyond them. 

Recently, I noticed a color change around town. 
Very quickly, decorations that had previously been 
orange and black changed to red and green 
(though orange is, of course, pervasive on  
Saturdays). This color change reflects the arrival of 
the familiar cultural and religious holiday seasons. 



FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Summary of Operational Budget Income & Expense through  
October 2025 

 

Items of Interest 
• Online Giving is simple and convenient, and you do not have to set up 

a Realm account to give online. Visit: https://onrealm.org/fbcjeff/give/
now to initiate an online gift today! 

• Designated Benevolence Fund total (as of 10/31/2025) = 406.14 

 July August September October 

Income   $30,071.78   $31,611.78   $23,162.03 $42,232.87 

Expenses   $38,650.21   $29,197.57   $25,745.53  $32709.54 

Net   ($8,578.43)     $2,414.21   ($2,583.50)   $9,523.33 

YTD         $256.94      $2,671.15             $87.65   $9,610.98   

  ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

       October 5 45 93 

     October 12 39 83 

     October 19 34 115 

     October 26 33 86 

HYMN HIGHLIGHT 
 

By Nenette Measels, Minister of Music and Worship 

DEACONS & MINISTER OF THE WEEK 
 

   November 2:   Leon Shoemaker/Karen S. Smith/Chad Hartsock 
   November 9:   Betty Watkins/Peggy Dalton/Nenette Measels 
 November 16:   Leon Shoemaker/Susan Garber/Major Treadway 
 November 23:   Carolyn Blevins/Jim Wilson/Chad Hartsock 
 November 30:   Karen S. Smith/Betty Watkins/Nenette Measels 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
By Bethany Davenport, Chair, Children and Youth Committee 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving, here’s a contemporary hymn sung to a 
familiar hymn tune for your reflection during this season and every day:  
 

God, Your Blessings Overflow 
 

God, your blessings overflow! 
What can we begin to say? 
How can we begin to show 
All our gratitude this day? 
God, we join to worship you, 
Giving thanks for all you do. 
 

Thank you for the life you give, 
For each friend and family, 
For the land in which we live, 
For your love that sets us free. 
Thank you, God, for daily bread, 
And for feasts of joy you spread. 
 

Yet at tables where we share, 
Sometimes there is also pain. 
There may be an empty chair: 
When will we feel whole again? 
When our days of grief are long, 
Thank you that your love is strong. 
 

So we join in thanks this day, 
And your gifts we freely share, 
So we follow Christ the Way, 
Loving, serving everywhere. 
Spirit, may our lives express 
All our daily thankfulness. 
 

TUNE: For the Beauty of the Earth, 
C. Kocher and W.H. Monk 
TEXT: Used by permission, 
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Gifts of Love: 
New Hymns for Today’s Worship. 
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